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REPORTS FROM THE MEXICAN BORDER. 

El Paso, Tex., February, 17, 1900. — I have the honor to report the 
summary of the following work during the week ended February 17, 
1900 : Inspection Mexican Central Eailroad passengers, 213 ; inspection 
Mexican Central Eailroad freight crew, 37; inspection Sierra Madre 
and Pacific Eailway (from Mexico) passengers, 39 ; inspection of immi- 
grants, 46 ; vaccination of immigrants and their children, 16 ; disinfec- 
tion of baggage, blankets, and household goods, 15; disinfection of 
soiled linen for laundry of El Paso, Tex., 315 pieces. 

Eespectfully, E. Alexander, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. R. 8. 

El Paso, Tex., February 10, 1900. — I have the honor to report the fol- 
lowing work for the week ended February 10, 1900: Inspection of 
Mexican Central Eailway train passengers, 192 ; inspection of Sierra 
Madre and Pacific Eailway passengers, 28 ; inspection of international 
bridge (including passengers, bullfight visitors), 314; inspection of 
excursion train from Mexico, 60 ; inspection of immigrants, 25 ; disin- 
fection of baggage, household goods, blankets, etc., 14; disinfection of 
soiled linen imported for El Paso laundry, 317 ; vaccination of immi- 
grants, children, and other destitutes, 14. 

February 9, 1900, detained 1 man having had smallpox, with scabs 
still on his face, and no certificate of disinfection. Will keep him until 
March 1. Let him have a bath of 1-2000 bichloride of mercury, and 
disinfect his baggage. 

El Paso, Tex., January SO, 1900. — I have the honor to acknowledge 
receipt of communication (Int. F. L. G.) dated January 24, 1900, and 
beg leave to inform you that the port of Tampico is only about twenty- 
four hours from El Paso, Tex. 

I am informed that ships sometimes arrive from Brazilian and Asiatic 
to ports, and I understand the Mexican Government promulgated orders 
prevent entrance to such vessels, but for all that I have for several weeks 
past scrupulously watched passengers from Tampico and Vera Cruz, 
Mexico, I know of no presence of bubonic -plague thus far in Mexico — 
but I keep my eye on the Chinese settlement at Juarez, Mexico. 

Most of the Chinese entering Mexico originate in the United States. 
They are brought in bond from San Francisco, Cal. Lately, the Mexi- 
can Government entered into some kind of "Treaty" to permit Chinese 
free to come in any number, and it is possible that they arrive direct at 
Acapulco, Vera Cruz, or Tampico, and from there try to smuggle them- 
selves into the United States. Of such, however, there is not much 
danger of the possibility of the entrance of bubonic plague into the 
United States. 

This morning I received your monograph on bubonic plague. Will 
study it carefully, and be guided accordingly. 

Eespectfully, E. Alexander, 

Sanitary Inspector, JJ. 8. M. H. 8. 

Laredo, Tex., February 18, 1900. — I have the honor to submit the 
following inspection report for week ended February 17, 1900 : Persons 
on Mexican National Eailroad passenger train, 358 ; inspected immi- 
grants and allowed entry, 48 ; immigrants vaccinated, 12. 

Laredo, Tex., February 16, 1900. — On account of the smallpox prevail- 
ing at the City of Mexico, all Pullman coaches upon arrival here are disin- 
fected with formaldehyd. At present it is done by the Pullman Company' s 
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employees, by hanging sheets on bell cord, opening all berths, and spread- 
ing out blankets, etc., then soaking the sheets with formalin. This 
method I believe sufficient unless there should be a case of smallpox on 
a Pullman ; then I will use an autoclave. The Pullman linen is disin- 
fected by the sprinkling method. I instructed the manager for the Pull- 
man Company how to do it. The Pullman Company have their own 
formalin and formalin sprinkler. I have examined all their employees 
running into Mexico as to the necessity of vaccination or revaccination ; 
also their car cleaners here. In fact, the company requires a certificate 
as to vaccination from each employee running into Mexico and at Laredo, 
Tex. I am not informed about the employees running north from here 
into the United States, but I suppose they work under the same ruling. 
The Pullman coaches on regular run between here and the City of 
Mexico remain here thirty-four hours, and they are closed tight for dis- 
infection from eighteen to twenty-four hours. 

Eespectfully, H. J. Hamilton, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 



Smallpox in the United States as reported to the Swrgeon-Oeneral United States Marine- 
Hospital Service, December 29, 1899, to March 2, 1900. 

[For reports received from June 80, to December 29, 1899, see Public Health Reports for 

December 29.] 
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Alabama : 


Jan. 1-Feb. 5... 
Jan. 2-Feb. 17... 
Jan. 1-Feb. 3... 
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Total for State, same period, 
1899. 
Arkansas : 
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Pulaski County (Little Rook).. 


Oct. 1-Feb. 2... 
Feb. 2 
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Total for State, same period, 
1899. 
California : 
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1 








3 
39 






Total for State, same period , 
1899. 
Colorado : 




8 




Jan. 7-Feb. 8... 
Dec. 29-Jan. 26... 




7 
6 
1 
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